The Archpriest Comes Back Home and Restores a Precious Painting
by Rino Boccaccini, Il Resto del Carlino, December 31, 1994
TRANSLATION:
Nino Mezzogori, a connoisseur of
art and local history, is back
amongst the bridges and canals of
Comacchio. After 38 years of
intense and fruitful priesthood
ministry (Archpriest of
Massafiscaglia), Monsignor Nino
now leads the Church of Rosary,
one of the oldest churches in this
town.
The first concern for Nino
Mezzogori's open and sensitive
soul and on his return was to take
back to its ancient glory a large
painting (3,60x2,20) by the famous
artist from Comacchio, the painter
Cesare Mezzogori (Comacchio
1585 - Ferrara 1669). This work is
inspired by the Virgin Mary of the
Rosary with the Saints Dominic and
Justin, in commemoration of the
fight of Lepanto. Dated in 1661, the
work expresses moments of high
spirituality.
Taken from the 1st volume of the
"History of Comacchio in the
Modern Age" Nora Clerici Bagozzi
in her intelligent review "Works of
art in the Churches of Comacchio
between the XV and the XVII
century" outlines that this
particular painting should not be
lost, but should be kept.
The inscription on the scroll
ornament reads "Non armis sed
rosis" said Clerici Bagozzi - when
she introduced the pictorial image.

The colour, vivid and softness in the
passages of the shades, warms up
the atmosphere of the painting.
New angels come to act as
intermediates between the sky and
the world, between the light and the
shade and the Virgin becomes closer.
She has abandoned the isolation of
Guido Reni and offers herself to the
loving senses of the saints and the
believers .
The work dated 1661 whose state of
conservation had been highly
damaged by the centuries, is taken
back to its original glory through the
engagement of the new rector
monsignor Nino Mezzogori. The
restoration work was given to the
qualified scrupulousness of the
restorer Maria Barbara Stella, who
was born in Porto Garibaldi and
studied at the academy of art in
Florence. Despite her modesty, the
young Stella has a sensitivity that is
created by her multiple interesting
experiences.
The big painting is now restored and
refreshed and in it's original colours.
It has created a new impressive
function in the church on Christmas
day, celebrated by Mons. Nino
Mezzogori. Needless to say that all
the parishioners of The Church of the
Rosary, agreed unanimously in the
success of the restoration.
Furthermore, thanks to this work
Comacchio has now increased its
already important artistic patrimony.
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