"Adoration" Is Born Again After The Bombings
Il Resto del Carlino, April 14, 1997

TRANSLATION:
The big painting of the 1600s was believed to be lost. The restoring work is done by Maria Barbara
Stella. A great day for the artistic world. A large painting of the Adoration of the Shepherds (early
XVII century) has recently been restored by the Superintendence of the artistic and historical works
of Bologna. Don Armando Blanzieri, the priest of the Church of Jesus, asked the Superintendence to
have the painting restored.
Maria Barbara Stella carried out the restoration work and gave back to the church one of its artistic
treasures. The painting is now in the transept of the Church, waiting to be placed in the apse. This
important restoration and the different preservation, historical and artistic works were carried out
by Maria Barbara Stella (restorer) and Anna Maria Fioravanti Baraldi (historical researcher).
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Maria Barbara explained the different stages of the restoration of the painting, which were severely
damaged by the bombings of the last World War. Both the frame support and the colour of the
painting were spoiled. The attentive cleaning carried out eliminated the dirt and the black coloration
deposited by smoke. Following this procedure M. Barbara reintegrated the missing parts of colour
and finally obtained the philological recuperation of the painting.
The historical and artistic research carried out by Anna Maria Fioravanti Baraldi was based on the
iconographic reading of the painting and its history and went through the different stages of the
importance of the painting. Baruffaldi believes it to be a copy of the famous Night by Correggio;
Brisighella estimates it is a work of Procaccino from Milan. The researcher has underlined the
importance of those beliefs in order to understand the personality of the artist, who is still unknown.
The influence of Correggio is obvious, specially so in the detail of the Virgin who breastfeeds the
Child and the dancing angels. The night is full of violent contrasts and the style is highly popular and
realistic, which indicates an artist very much influenced by the school of Bologna in the 1500s.
Which means: an approach similar to the new Michelangelo style of Pellegrino Tibaldi and Tommaso
Laureti, and truthful description like the flaming style. In the researchers opinion, the strict similarity
with the poetic style from Lombardia (Milan) of Correggio and the luminous study encourage the
researcher to attribute the painting to the circle of Procaccini (Bologna 1551 - Milan 1621).
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